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Bringing the World to SIWW 2008 
  

Singapore International Water Week is the Global Platform for Water Solutions that brings 
together policymakers, industry leaders, experts, practitioners to address challenges 
showcase technologies discover opportunities celebrate achievements in the water world. 
  

 

  

 

  

Inaugural Lee Kuan Yew Water Prize receives 39 nominations globally 
  

The inaugural Lee Kuan Yew Water Prize, a prestigious international water prize named after Singapore's founding 
father, received 39 nominations from more than 15 countries when nominations closed three weeks ago.  
 
The Lee Kuan Yew Water Prize is the highlight of the Singapore International Water Week, which will be held for the 
first time in Singapore in June this year. It aims to honour outstanding contributions towards solving the world's water 
woes by applying innovative technologies or implementing policies and programmes which benefit humanity. 
Nominations for the water prize are only accepted from experts in the water industry. This includes chief executive 
officers of multi-national companies and water utilities, leading academics in water research, policy and management, 
and members of government.  
 
"We are extremely pleased with the quality and geographical spread of the Lee Kuan Yew Water Prize nominations. 
There are a few very outstanding works amongst them and the highest number of nominations has been received from 
the Asia Pacific region," said Mr Tan Gee Paw, Chairman of the Nominating Committee of the Lee Kuan Yew Water 
Prize.  
 
The nominations will go through two rounds of rigorous selection and the eventual Lee Kuan Yew Water Prize Laureate 
will be decided by a council comprising individuals of high international standing from the academia, international 
organisations and multi-national companies. The council is chaired by Dr Tony Tan, former Deputy Prime Minister of 
Singapore and the Chairman of Singapore's National Research Foundation.  
 
The first Lee Kuan Yew Water Prize Laureate will be announced in March 2008. The recipient of the prize will receive 
S$300,000, an award certificate and a gold medallion. The Singapore Millennium Foundation, a philanthropic body 
supported by Temasek Holdings, is the sole sponsor of the Lee Kuan Yew Water Prize, pledging S$1.5 million over five 
years. 
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Buoyant Water Industry in Singapore 
  

PUB turns water into multi-million dollar industry 
Singapore's island geography exemplifies the old "water, water everywhere" paradox. Surrounded by the sea but with 
few fresh water resources, it faced shortages, flooding and pollution in the 1960s and 70s.  
 
But all that changed when the tiny South-east Asian state decided to tackle its water woes head on by investing heavily 
in water R&D and technologies.  
 
The gamble paid off. "We have ensured that our water supply is sustainable for generations to come," says Mr Khoo 
Teng Chye, chief executive of PUB, the national water agency.  
 
In the process, the agency found itself becoming an international poster child for successful water management. In 
August 2007, it won the industry's equivalent of the Nobel Prize – the Stockholm Industry Water Award, and in 2006, it 
was named Water Agency Of The Year.  
 
Behind its success is an approach that combines innovative policy and engineering solutions in a strategy it calls the 
Four National Taps: collection of water from local catchment areas; imported water; reclaimed water ( branded 
NEWater in Singapore); and desalinated water.  
 
The water reclamation programme, which uses advanced membrane technologies to recycle used water, has been 
particularly successful. Being 100 per cent sewered, Singapore is able to collect all its used water and turn it into a 
high-grade brand of reclaimed water it calls NEWater.  
 
Most of this is used for industrial and air-cooling purposes, but a small percentage is mixed with reservoir water before 
being treated for the drinking water supply.  
 
In theory, Singapore could reuse every drop of water infinitely, says Mr Harry Seah, director of the agency's technology 
and water quality office. The challenge now is to do it more cheaply, efficiently and sustainably.  
 
In 2006, the Singapore government earmarked the water sector as a growth industry, with plans to invest S$330 million 
in water R&D over the next five years.  
 
The funds will be spent on basic and applied research to seek breakthroughs in water technologies, technology 
incubation, encouraging early adoption of new technologies, and scholarships to groom talent in the industry. PUB 
hopes that Singapore International Water Week will further raise the profile of the country's water sector.  
 
"It is a major step for us in our efforts to develop Singapore into a vibrant and thriving global hydrohub." says Mr Khoo. 
"It signals our strong commitment to developing the water industry in Singapore and building overseas linkages and 
partnerships." 

In the Spotlight: NEWater 
For many years, reclaimed water was long regarded as the stuff of science 
fiction.  
 
Today, however, it has become very much a reality, and nowhere is this more 
so than in Singapore, where NEWater is one of its four sources of water.  
 
One of the few countries to successfully use technology to produce its own 
brand of reclaimed water, Singapore supplies about 40 million gallons of its 
NEWater to industries every day and a small amount is blended with raw 
reservoir water.  
 
NEWater is the result of a journey that began way back in the 1970s, when a 
study was done to determine the feasibility of producing reclaimed water. 
Although technically achievable, there were no plans at the time to take it 
further because of the high cost of membranes and also because the 
technology had not been proven reliable.  
 
Decreasing costs and improvements in membrane technology in the 1990s led 
PUB, the Singapore's national water agency, to revisit the idea. A water 
reclamation study in 1998 successfully demonstrated that the latest proven 
membrane technology could produce NEWater of drinking water standards.  
 
The method: a three-step process using microfiltration, reverse osmosis and a 

final stage of disinfection using ultraviolet light. The result: a high-grade purified product, one that costs less than 
desalinated water.  
 
Four NEWater plants have been built, and in the pipeline is a fifth. When completed in two years' time, the fifth plant 
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will be able to produce 50 million gallons a day. By 2010, NEWater will be able to meet 30% of Singapore's current 
water needs, doubling the original target of 15%. 
 
The biggest market for NEWater has been in the industrial sector, where NEWater is used as a source of non-potable 
water in manufacturing and air-conditioning cooling towers. This in turn frees up reserves of potable water.  
 
NEWater is so pure, however, that it can be channelled for indirect potable use as well. A small amount (7 million 
gallons, or the equivalent of about 2% of Singapore's water needs) is blended with reservoir water every day before 
being treated conventionally for drinking purposes. By 2011, the amount of NEWater to be mixed with reservoir water 
will be increased progressively to 10 million gallons a day.  
 
The success of NEWater has not gone unnoticed abroad, either.  
 
In 2002, it won PUB an Award of Excellence from the National Water Research Institute in the United States, which 
cited its outstanding contributions to microfiltration technology.  
 
And when the authorities in Queensland, Australia, decided to build a large water recycling plant last year, they sought 
advice from PUB and employed water management models and technologies similar to those used for NEWater.  
 
Queensland's new plant is gearing up to supply 20 million litres of water every day to one of the region's major power 
stations, indirectly freeing up water for some 140,000 people in a drought-stricken area.  
 
Just another example of how water reclamation is helping to make every drop count. 

  
 

 

  

Bringing High Yield Value 
  

Interested to be a Hosted Buyer? 
If you plan to do business at SIWW 2008, you might be eligible to be one of our Hosted Buyers. Hosted Buyers enjoy 
the following benefits:  
 
Return Economy Class airfare from selected/designated airports  
Up to four (4) nights accommodation (room only) at one of the SIWW appointed Supporting Hotels  
Local transfers from airport and hotel to SIWW venue  
Hospitality at pre-determined social and networking functions including Welcome Reception and VIP-status access to 
the exclusive Hosted Buyer Lounge in the exhibition hall or within the venue vicinity.  
Pre-scheduled appointments with sponsors / exhibitors of buyer's choice  
 
We identify Hosted Buyers based on the following criteria:  
Purchasing Authority / Key decision maker (ability to contract)  
Annual Expenditure Budget of at least USD$250,000 for the project or company's purchasing budget  
Frequency of projects (current, in the pipeline, future)  
Scale of recent largest project / purchase  
Potential future business to be conducted internationally  
 
Please click here for an application form. 

 

Water Expo  

• Exhibition space snapped up! Added space now available for immediate booking 
• More than 80% of participants are Companies 
• Exhibitors from more than 18 Countries signed up 

For bookings and information, please contact the sales representative in your region:  
    
China  
Mr Li Wenbing  
Ace Vision (Beijing) Exhibition Co., Ltd  
Room 2002A Wisdom Plaza  
38 Xueyuan Road South, Beijing 100088  

Malaysia  
Mr Martin Lau  
PROTEMP EXHIBITIONS SDN. BHD.  
38-3, (2nd Floor) Jalan PJU 5/9,  
Dataran Sunway, Kota Damansara,  

  

http://g2m.sg/evaa/events/10102/files/AnnexA-NominationForm.pdf
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PR China  
Tel: 86 10 6223 5280  
Fax: 86 10 6226 1531  
Email: wenbing@acevision-expo.com 
Website: www.acevision-expo.com 
  
Germany  
Mr Kristian Schischke  
ECM Expo&Conference Management GmbH  
Hannoversche Straße 2  
10115 Berlin 
  
The Netherlands  
Ms Annemieke van Zuylen  
Netherlands Water Partnership  
Westvest 7  
P.O. Box 3015  
2601 DA Delft  
The Netherlands  
Tel: 31 15 215 1728  
Fax: 31 15 215 1759  
Email: a.vanzuylen@nwp.nl  
Website: www.nwp.nl 
 

47810 Petaling Jaya, Selangor Darul Ehsan. 
Tel: 603 6140 6666  
Fax: 603 6140 8833  
Email: martin@protemp.com.my  
Website: www.protemp.com.my 
  
Singapore  
Ms Monica Lim  
Singapore International Water Week  
Changi Airport Post Office  
PO Box 1053  
Singapore 918156  
Tel: 65 65428660 ext 167  
Mobile: 65 9362 3991 / 65 9487 0097 
Fax: 65 6542 8683  
Email: monicalim@siww.com.sg  
Website: www.siww.com.sg  
 

 

  
  

  

  

Founding Sponsors 

 

 

 

Lee Kuan Yew Water Prize Sponsor Platinum Insurance Partner 

 

 

Strategic Partners   
 

 

Supporting Organisations   
 
International:   

 

Local:   
Agency for Science, Technology and Research, Economic Development Board, International Enterprise Singapore, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Ministry of Information, Communications and the Arts, Ministry of Trade and Industry, National Environment Agency, Nanyang 
Technological University, National University of Singapore, Singapore Sports Council, Singapore Tourism Board, SPRING Singapore. 
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Official Media   
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Organised by Singapore International Water Week Pte Ltd  
A company set up by PUB, Singapore's national water agency, Ministry of the Environment & Water Resources and Singapore Airshow & 
Events Pte Ltd  
 
For enquiries, please contact Tel: 65 65428660 Ext 166 Fax: 65 65428683 E-mail: info@siww.com.sg  
 
The World Cities Summit will be taking place alongside the Singapore International Water Week 2008.  
For more information please visit www.worldcities.com.sg
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