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Singapore, July 1st 2010

MR. RAIMONDI (LOMBARDY REGION - ITALY): 

“Lombardy Region (Italy) reuses five times its natural water”

New Technologies for developing Countries

“Water plays a primary role for reaching our economic performances” –says Mr. Marcello Raimondi, Minister of the Lombardy Region (Italy) for Energy, Environment and Networks– “And that’s why we use five times the natural water we have. This is mainly because most of our productive cycles, both in the industrial and in the agricultural field, return part of the utilized water to the environment; power stations give back the water they use;  a lots of activity reuse water that has been used before.” 

Mr. Raimondi is visiting Singapore this week to take part in the Singapore Water Week and to share with other participants experiences and best practices. 

Lombardy Region is the most important Italian Region, with the biggest population and the highest per capita GDP, and is also the first Region for innovation in the Environmental sector: one of the reason that led to the victory of Milan (the Region’s Capital) in the competition for EXPO 2015.

Mr. Raimondi has underlined Lombardy Region commitment both to competitiveness and to sustainability, and it sees in the innovation the only way to reach an equilibrium between economy and environment.

“One of Lombardy’s best practices – maintains Mr. Raimondi - is Paullo Hydroelectric power plant, an example of very innovative power plant, built with the most updated technologies: it is the first example in the world of a low-head hydroelectric station with permanent magnet bulb turbines. It is also the first of a new generation of hydroelectric mini-plants, able to take advantage of a few meters of water jumps, so common in the Po Valley, as in many countries of Europe and Asia. 

The plant, installed on a water jump of 3.4 meters and producing  13 thousand MWh per year, is an example of what we consider environmental friendly energy”. 

Lombardy is also the richest region for water in Italy and one of the richest in the world, with its 8.000 km of natural rivers and a plenty of artificial basins for hydroelectric power production in the mountains, along with the network of canals 40.000 Km long of the large plain. 

To give some figures of the potentiality of the electric power generation sector, we can consider that only the Po Idrographic River Basin   - the longest river in Italy -  gives hospitality to 300 energy power plants within Lombardy’s borders. The turnover of this energy production can be estimated about 6,1 billion of Euros.

“Water resources”, says Mr. Raimondi, ”contribute in a decisive way to Lombardy’s economic development. Our most strategic objective is to sustain our economic leadership in Italy and our economic performances with a really sustainable environment, along with advanced environmental regional policies and management. As the water sector shows, we are seriously working to make this goal possible”.
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