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May 2009

GHD expansion shows confidence in US market

International professional services company GHD has extended its reach in the United States, joining forces with environmental engineering firm Stearns & Wheler, LLC, and civil engineering and land surveying firms Arizona Engineering Company, and CSA Engineering.  These purchases follow the purchase last year of Rosewater Engineering in Seattle, Washington.

GHD already has offices in California, North Carolina and Washington. The expansion broadens the company’s presence to Connecticut, Maryland, Massachusetts, New York, Ohio, Virginia and Arizona and brings the total number of GHD employees in the US to 375. 

GHD is one of the world’s top engineering and architecture firms with 6000 people globally and a network of more than 100 offices throughout Australia, New Zealand, Asia, the Middle East, the Americas and Europe.

The company established a presence in the US in 2004 and has built a strong reputation for advanced asset management services, including conducting infrastructure asset management training seminars across the country for the US Environmental Protection Agency.

GHD North America manager Don Graf said the company’s extraordinary growth in the US over the past three years was testament to its confidence in the future of the US business economy.

“We have not been deterred by what is undoubtedly one of the toughest economic periods in the history of this country. We still see enormous opportunities in the US market, particularly in water and wastewater infrastructure.

“In the long-term we see opportunities to help communities in the US better manage their water resources. More and more we are realizing just how precious a resource water is.

“GHD is proud to share its knowledge and experience in this sector to help secure safe, ongoing supplies for communities in the future.” 

Mr Graf will continue to manage GHD’s North American operations, including the company’s business in Canada. Stearns & Wheler President Jerry Hook will become President, GHD Inc., overseeing the company’s operations in the US.

Mr Hook has more than 30 years’ experience in water resources engineering and is an active member of the Water Environment Federation (WEF), the American Water Works Association and the National Society of Professional Engineers.

Mr Hook said: “We’ve had the opportunity to work closely with GHD on a number of projects over the past couple of years and have gotten to know each other quite well. The more we worked together, the more apparent it became that there were great synergies, both in style and substance, between our two companies.” 

“Of major importance to both organizations was the compatibility of our corporate missions and visions. We recognize the role each of us plays as stewards of the environment and believe that, together, we offer strengths that will allow us to better achieve those objectives.”




	GHD is an international professional services company. Our people deliver innovative solutions by combining technical skill and experience with an understanding of our clients’ objectives and aspirations.

GHD employs 6000 people in a network of offices throughout Australia, New Zealand, Asia, the Middle East, the Americas and Europe. 
	For further information contact:

Mandi Zonneveldt

T 61 3 8687 8854  M 61 427 690 763

E mandi.zonneveldt@ghd.com.au

W www.ghd.com.au
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