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The Danube is diverse –
ecologically, socially, politically

Most international River Basin in the World, 19 Coun tries, 81 M inh.
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Danube River
Protection Convention

Signed
on 29 June 1994

in Sofia - Bulgaria

DRPC is a legal frame for cooperation to assure 
the protection of water and ecological 
resources and their sustainable use in the 
Danube River Basin.
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Danube River Basin 
Analysis Report

Approved at the Ministerial 
Meeting – Vienna, 13 

December 2004

WFD Article V 
Roof Report
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Identification
Significant Water Mangement Issues
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� Plus: Transboundary GW bodies of basin-wide importance
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Danube River Basin
Management  Plan

Adopted by all countries in 2010

Reflects

� Significant Water Management Issues

� Water status of the DRB waters

Includes

� Joint Programme of Measures

� Estimates of anticipated effects of 

measures by 2015 

Enables

� Conclusions on investment and funding
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Status/Potential
of Rivers - 2009

Ecological Status Chemical Status
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Trans National Monitoring
Network - TNMN
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Status and assessment of 
urban wastewater 
development

6224 agglomerations >2000 p.e. 

4969 aggl. (21 mil. p.e.) 2,000 -10,000 p.e. 

1255 aggl. (73.6 mil. p.e.) >10,000 p.e.) 

From 137 aggl. � 100,000 p.e. (43. mil.p.e.) 
producing 46% of the total wastewater load 
generated, 21 aggl. (21% of the generated 
load) have no wastewater treatment.
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� Considerable reduction of organic and nutrient pollution 

through Baseline Scenario-UWWT 2015 

� Achievement of WFD environmental objectives on the 

basin-wide scale 2015 not ensured

� Efforts to ensure visions and management objectives  

still need to be undertaken ! 

Key Conclusions: 
Urban wastewater 
treatment development
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PhosphorousNitrogen
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•Management objectives and EU WFD objectives not ens ured

•N emissions to surface waters in 2015: 12% lower. Loads to the Black Sea still 
far above (40%) the load of the 1960‘s.

•P emissions to surface waters in 2015: 25 % lower. Load to the Black Sea still 
above (15%) that of the 1960‘s

� Introduction of Phosphate free detergents in the DR B

Key Conclusions: 
nutrients pollution 
reduction by 2015
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Lack of knowledge on hazardous
substances in the Danube River Basin

Environmental objectives will not be
achieved and further measures are needed

About 60% of the basin population depends
on groundwater

Nitrates are the major groundwater
contaminants

Groundwater use needs proper balance

Key Conclusions: 
Hazardous substances pollution 
Groundwater protection
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4 HYMO Components
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River and Habitat Continuity Interruption

Disconnection of Adjacent Wetlands/Floodplains

Hydrological Alterations

Future Infrastructure Projects
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Ministerial Meeting 
February 16, 2010
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Agriculture and Land Use

Key Factors in affecting Water quality
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Joint Statement

adoped by
Danube Commision, 
ISRBC and
ICPDR
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River and habitat 
continuity interruption

Securing funding to 
proceed with the 
planned feasibility study 
on the re-opening of the 
Iron Gate Dams.
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Conclusions 

Significant progress has been achieved in improving 
water quality in the Danube River Basin

Additional measures are needed to meet the goal of 
Good Ecological and Chemical Status in the Danube 
River Basin. 

The ICPDR is a forum to facilitate dialogue on 
implementation of additional measures and ensuring 
Sustainable Development
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Thank you for your attention!
For further information see www.icpdr.org
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Thank You!


